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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to amendment filed on 3/1 7/201 0. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's 
submission filed on 3/17/2010 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

3. The examiner has acknowledged the cancelled claims 1-24, 42-48, and new 
claims 76-82. Claims 76-82 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specification 

5. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

6. The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to an 
unpublished U.S. application, foreign application or patent, or to a publication is 
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improper. Applicant is required to amend tine disclosure to include the material 
incorporated by reference, if the material is relied upon to overcome any 
objection, rejection, or other requirement imposed by the Office. The 
amendment must be accompanied by a statement executed by the applicant, or 
a practitioner representing the applicant, stating that the material being inserted 
is the material previously incorporated by reference and that the amendment 
contains no new matter. 37 CFR 1 .57(f). Note that the last paragraph of the 
specification should be moved to the beginning of the specification to overcome 
this objection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claim 82 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 82 recites the limitation of "a setting information acquisition unit 
configured to, in response to the print request for the image data or the document 
stored in the storage device of the document source apparatus from the 
information processing apparatus, cause the information processing apparatus to 
transmit a transmission request for print setting information for the document 
source apparatus to the document source apparatus to acquire the setting 
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information from the document source apparatus" in lines 3-8. The limitation is 
narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. practice. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

10. Claims 76, 79-82 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Iwata (US 6,778,289 B1 , hereinafter Iwata), and in view of Ferlitsch (US 
7,471,407 B2, hereinafter Ferlitsch). 

Regarding claim 76, Iwata discloses an image forming apparatus [Fig. 4, 
El 01 Printer] configured to serve as a document destination apparatus for 
receiving and printing first image data or a first document stored in another image 
forming apparatus, the image forming apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit configured to communicate with the other image 
forming apparatus connected via a network [Fig. 3, PI 06 LAN Interface and col. 
5, lines 33-36]; 

a document reception unit configured to transmit a first transmission request 
for the first image data or the first document to the other image forming 
apparatus and to receive the first image data or the first document stored in the 
other image forming apparatus via the communication unit [Fig. 6, Ml 08 
Document Data Acquisition Unit and col. 8, lines 43-56]; 
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a printing unit configured to print the first image data or the first document 
[Fig. 3, P107 Print Engine, col. 5, lines 36-38, and col. 8, lines 50-56]; 

a print execution unit configured to use the printing unit to print the first image 
data or the first document received from the other image forming apparatus via 
the document reception unit [Fig. 6, M109 Image Rendering Unit, M110 Image 
Forming Unit and col. 9, lines 15-22]; 

a document storage unit configured to store the second image data or the 
second document [Fig. 3, PI 03 RAM and col. 5, lines 27-30]. 

Iwata discloses the claimed invention except for wherein the image forming 
apparatus is configured to serve as a document source apparatus having a 
document management unit configured to, in response to receipt of a second 
transmission request for the second image data or the second document from 
the other image forming apparatus, transmit the second image data or the 
second document stored therein to the other image forming apparatus via the 
communication unit. Ferlitsch teaches peer-to-peer printing system bypassing 
any print server. In Ferlitsch's system, files are shared among image forming 
apparatuses [col. 12, lines 5-17]. It would have been obvious to a person with 
ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
Ferlitsch's teaching into Iwata's system for the purpose of bypassing any print 
server by configuring the image forming apparatus also as a document source 
apparatus for transmitting second image data or a second document stored 
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therein to tlie other image forming apparatus, thereby creating a true P2P file 
sharing network. 

Regarding claim 79, Iwata further discloses wherein the network comprises a 
wired LAN or a wireless LAN [Fig. 3 and 4]. 

Regarding claim 80, Iwata discloses an image forming system comprising: 
a document destination apparatus being coupled to a document source 
apparatus via a network, the document destination apparatus including 

a second printing unit configured to print the image data or the document [Fig. 
3, P107 Print Engine, col. 5, lines 36-38, and col. 8, lines 50-56], 

a document reception unit configured to transmit the transmission request for 
the image data or the document to the document source apparatus and to 
receive the image data or the document stored in the document source 
apparatus via the communication unit [Fig. 6, M108 Document Data Acquisition 
Unit and col. 8, lines 43-56], 

a print execution unit configured to use the second printing unit to print the 
image data or the document received from the document source apparatus via 
the document reception unit [Fig. 6, M109 Image Rendering Unit, M110 Image 
Forming Unit and col. 9, lines 15-22]. 

Iwata discloses the claimed invention except for a document source 
apparatus including a document storage unit configured to store image data or a 
document, a first printing unit configured to print the image data or the document, 
and a document management unit configured to, in response to receipt of a 
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transmission request for tlie image data or the document from a document 
destination apparatus, transmit the image data or the document stored therein to 
the document destination apparatus via a communication unit. Ferlitsch teaches 
peer-to-peer printing system bypassing any print server. In Ferlitsch's system, 
files are shared among image forming apparatuses [col. 12, lines 5-17]. It would 
have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Ferlitsch's teaching into Iwata's system for the 
purpose of bypassing any print server by configuring a document source 
apparatus for transmitting the image data or the document stored therein to the 
document destination apparatus via a communication unit, thereby creating a 
true P2P file sharing network. 

Regarding claim 81, Iwata discloses an image forming system comprising: 
a document destination apparatus comprising a second image forming unit of 
printing the image data or the document stored in the storage device [Fig. 4, 
E101], 

an information processing apparatus being coupled to a server [Fig. 4, El 03 
Server] and the document destination apparatus via a network, the information 
processing apparatus comprising a print request unit configured to issue a print 
request for the image data or the document stored in the server to the document 
destination apparatus, the print request causing the document destination 
apparatus to communicate with the server and to acquire and print the image 
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data or the document stored in the storage device of the server [Fig. 4, E102 
Computer]. 

Iwata discloses the claimed invention except for a document source 
apparatus including a storage device configured to store image data or a 
document, the document source apparatus comprising a first image forming unit. 
Ferlitsch teaches peer-to-peer printing system bypassing any print server. In 
Ferlitsch's system, files are shared among image forming apparatuses [col. 12, 
lines 5-17]. It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to incorporate Ferlitsch's teaching Into Iwata's 
system for the purpose of bypassing any print server by configuring a document 
source apparatus similar to the document destination apparatus, thereby creating 
a true P2P file sharing network. 

Regarding claim 82, Iwata further discloses wherein the document destination 
apparatus comprises 

a setting information acquisition unit configured to, in response to the print 
request for the image data or the document stored in the storage device of the 
server from the information processing apparatus, cause the information 
processing apparatus to transmit a transmission request for print setting 
Information for the server to the server to acquire the setting information from the 
server [Fig. 6, M104 Document Information Processor and col. 7, lines 37-42]; 
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a document acquisition unit configured to transmit a document acquisition 
request to the server to acquire the image data or the document from the server 
[Fig. 6, M108 Document Data Acquisition Unit and col. 8, lines 43-56]; and 

a printing unit configured to print the image data or the document stored in the 
server based on the setting information [Fig. 3, P107 Print Engine, col. 5, lines 
36-38, and col. 8, lines 50-56; Fig. 6, M109 Image Rendering Unit, M110 Image 
Forming Unit and col. 9, lines 15-22]. 

Iwata discloses the claimed invention except for: a setting information 
transmission unit and a document transmission unit for the document source 
apparatus. As discussed above, Ferlitsch teaches peer-to-peer printing system 
bypassing any print server. In Ferlitsch's system, files are shared among image 
forming apparatuses [col. 12, lines 5-17]. It would have been obvious to a 
person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate Ferlitsch's teaching into Iwata's system for the purpose of bypassing 
any print server by configuring a setting information transmission unit and a 
document transmission unit for the document source apparatus the same as for 
the document destination apparatus, thereby creating a true P2P file sharing 
network. 

1 1 .Claims 77-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Iwata and Ferlitsch as applied to claim 76, and further in view of Butterworth et 
al. (US 2004/0133656 A1, hereinafter Butterworth). 
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Regarding claim 77, Iwata and Ferlitsch disclose the claimed invention except 
for wherein the document reception unit receives the first image data or the first 
document stored in the other image forming apparatus from the other image 
forming apparatus through a web service for providing the first image data or the 
first document in a SOAP based HTTP response in response to a SOAP based 
HTTP request indicative of the first transmission request for the first image data 
or the first document. However, Butterworth teaches that messages between 
clients and web services may use SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol) based 
HTTP [para. 0012]. It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate Butterworth's teaching 
into Iwata's and Ferlitsch's system for the purpose of defining a uniform way of 
passing XML-encoded data and defining a way to perform remote procedure 
calls using HTTP (or another transport protocol) as the underlying 
communication protocol by using a SOAP, thereby increasing the opportunities 
for reuse, as the service places essentially no constraints on the platform, 
language, or location of its clients [para. 0012]. 

Regarding claim 78, Iwata and Ferlitsch disclose the claimed invention except 
for wherein the document management unit comprises a web service for 
providing the second image data or the second document in a SOAP based 
HTTP response in response to a SOAP based HTTP request indicative of the 
second transmission request for the second image data or the second document. 
However, Butterworth teaches that messages between clients and web services 
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may use SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol) based HTTP [para. 0012]. It 
would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Butterworth's teaching into Iwata's and 
Ferlitsch's system for the purpose of defining a uniform way of passing XML- 
encoded data and defining a way to perform remote procedure calls using HTTP 
(or another transport protocol) as the underlying communication protocol by 
using a SOAP, thereby increasing the opportunities for reuse, as the service 
places essentially no constraints on the platform, language, or location of its 
clients [para. 0012]. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 

Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and 
are applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and 
figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in 
preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the 
structure relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the 
metes and bounds of the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner sliould be directed to MICHAEL C. LAI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3236. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael C. Lai 
24APR2010 

/YVES DALENCOURT/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



